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TALI Mission Statement
The Texas Association of Licensed
Investigators is an organization
that promotes and encourages
the highest standards of
professionalism among licensed
private investigators through
information, education, training,
legislative action, membership
support and networking.

TALI Code of Ethics
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All members of the Texas
Association of Licensed Investigators
will subscribe to the following Code
of Ethics:
• To be professional and to
demonstrate integrity and
honesty as an investigator and as
a member of TALI.
• To give each client a full
explanation of the work to be
performed, rates to be charged
and reports to be rendered.
• To preserve as confidential
all information received in an
investigation unless directed
otherwise by the client or
unless under specific order or
legal authority.
• To conduct all aspects of
investigation within the
bounds of legal, moral and
professional ethics.
• To apprise clients against
any illegal or unethical
activities and to cooperate
with law enforcement or other
governmental agencies, as
required by law.
• To constantly strive for
improvements as a professional,
to respect the rights of others
and to insure the same from
ones employees.
• To loyally support TALI, its aims,
purposes and policies as long as
one remains a member.

Hope to See You in
San Antonio!

THE

TEXAS
INVESTIGATOR
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THANKS TO ALL FOR YOUR support for our TALI Conference in Arlington — “Raising the
Bar in the Field of Private Investigations.” Our next TALI Conference is in San Antonio, August
24–27. Registration has already started for both the conference and the hotel. Conference fees
are discounted until July 15, 2015, and then will go up. Register early.
At our San Antonio Conference, we will provide breakfast and lunch. Since we will be on the
Riverwalk, we have decided to let you have dinner on your own at any of the many restaurants
on the Riverwalk and surrounding area. This will give you time to enjoy San Antonio during the
conference.
We have a new Region Meeting starting in Tyler and are looking at other areas where we can
expand our Region Meetings. As you know, all continuing education at the Region Meetings is
free to TALI members.
With regard to The Texas Investigator magazine, many thanks to our Editor Paul Wolfson and
to our many writers and advertisers. You have all made this possible for our magazine — and
keep doing what you have been doing. We now have our Ad Sales for the magazine up and
running. You can contact any of the following for our TTI magazine, Ad Sales or Vendors for
Conferences:
• Paul Wolfson, Editor of The Texas Investigator — pwolfson@dallaslegaltechnology.com
• Brad Bacom, Ad Sales Chairman — ads@tali.org
• Robert Ralls, Vendor Chair — citadelralls@aol.com
Between Randy Kildow, our Legislative Chair, and Keith Oakley, our Lobbyist, we have been
kept up to date with action in the Legislature, including our Walk the Halls. Thanks to Randy
and Keith for all of their hard work.
If you have been a licensed investigator for five years and have not become a part of the
TCI Program, you should contact Kevin Pipkins, TCI, our TCI Chair at kpipkins@pipkinspi.com.
The TCI certification has been compared by attorneys to their Board Certification. This is an
opportunity to demonstrate to clients not only your professionalism, but also that you have
obtained certification above the licensing requirements.
TALI is leading the way in the private investigations industry — and with the continued
support, dedication, and involvement of our current and former leaders, and members, we can
continue to be on top. Looking forward to seeing you in San Antonio in August 2015.
YOUR TALI BOARD IS HARD AT WORK FOR YOU.

MARKETING Edward Ottenga
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ACCOUNT REPRESENTATIVE
Nathan Burgman, Tiffany Green

Carol Tharp, TCI
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of directors or membership of Texas
Association of Licensed Investigators.

TALI In Memoriam
We remember TALI members and family who have recently passed.
Debbie Norton’s Husband: Luther Norton 9/28/1965 to 2/17/2015.
Dan Morrow’s Mother: Violet Morrow passed on 1/3/2015 at the age of 92.
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TALI Midwinter
2015 Meetings
y

BY PAUL WOLFSON

ON FEB. 10, THE TEXAS Association
of Licensed Investigators held their
Mid-Winter conference at the Sheraton
Hotel in Arlington, Texas. Following
the TALI board meeting before the
conference opened, Ed Martin, TCI was
the featured preconference speaker on
his experiences as an investigator into the
1995 murder of atheist activist Madeline
Murray O’Hare. Ed provided a hands-on
view of details only a good historian or
participant could know, including the
actual investigative timeline displayed
on the ballroom wall. He included details
of the almost comical criminal capers
following the money trail of gold, through
the discovery of the bodies and medical
forensic identification of O’Hare’s remains
using her hip implant. It was a first-rate
investigator’s tale.

That opening two-hour talk might
have overshadowed the remainder of
the conference, but it did not. There
was no fat in the sessions that followed;
every talk was uniformly good. Our
TALI President and organizers of the
conference put together a show by
investigators for investigators. Any
attendee who didn’t come away with
the knowledge they had learned much,
probably needs to check their pulse. The
next morning, employment and human
resources expert Mike Coffey focused
on employment-related background
checks. Getting sued got the conference
attention, at which point the stage
was set for objective and professional
background searches in employment
matters. If you were not able to attend,
fortunately you can refer to Imperative

Information’s website, BadHireDays.com,
where “Bad (or no) background checks
lead to Bad Hire Days.” Call the legal
maze of regulation including FCRA and
EEOC regulations red tape if you like, but
like the theme of this issue of The Texas
Investigator, get it right, use the right
people and know your business as the
professional that you are.
Following lunch, the computer geeks
Brian Ingram and Paul Wolfson had the
stage for most of afternoon and worked
through actual electronic investigations,
spoliation and technical social media
investigations. The latter two discussions
emphasized the need for professional
standards and techniques for preservation
of digital data and the consequences
of getting it wrong. Like employment
background investigations, it’s not a game
for amateurs. The final technical talk on
Wednesday consisted of Jessica Oleksy
and Tammy Graham discussing new
camera technology followed by methods
of photography itself.
The next day, Thursday the 11th,
started off with board rules and ethics.
In case you think that these talks were
bored rules, you probably haven’t had
the pleasure of hearing John Chism and
Randy Kildow speak. Their talks covered
extensive history and legislative intent
behind the 1969 Texas 61st Legislature’s
creation of the Texas Board of Private
Detectives, Investigators, Guards
and Managers.
The theme of professionalism for
investigators continued with the Honorable
Jesse Nevarez who spoke on the role of
the investigator in family law. The Judge’s
discussion covered principles far beyond
just family law. His maxims “prepare for
trial early starting with the first interview”
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standard advice for anyone testifying in a
court of law, “kill them with kindness” and
“don’t get defensive” is sage advice from
the other side of the bench.
Rules of evidence was Wes Bearden’s
subject. What is evidence he asked? He
proposed a simple equation which needs
to be taken to heart: Pleadings > Evidence
> Proof > Verdict. Bearden’s admonition
to organize your notes as a trial attorney,
through the creation of an investigator’s
notebook cannot be said too often.
Organize notes by witness. Know the
witnesses. Even the insane; knowing the
difference between mental states at trial
versus the event is key. It is important to
know that children with sufficient intellect
to relate to the subject they are being
interrogated about can be witnesses.
Don’t discount or write off mental cases or
children as witnesses.
Bob Wall’s session on eye witness
evidence and documentation of error was
underscored by his presentation of witness
blind spots. You can revisit blind spots with
the video at invisiblegorilla.com. It continues
to fool me every time I see a gorilla stroll into
the middle of the screen, face the camera,
thump its chest and then leave; having spent
nine seconds on screen. Documentation
of witness error, looking for things that
don’t make sense and watching out when
every witness agrees on something. It
is investigation 101 perhaps, but the
importance of the science of investigations
cannot be overstated.
George Bray elaborated on the role
and technical method in the automobile
investigations as the concluding speaker.
Expert investigators teaching expert
investigators — it was a conference that held
true to its theme of professionalism for the
Texas PI.. ●

Bob Wall and Catherine Torrez, TCI

George Bray

The Honorable Jesse Nevarez

Carol Tharp, TCI and Bill Pellerin, TCI

Randy Kildow, TCI and John Feighery, TCI

Catherine Torrez, TCI and Tammy Graham

Read the digital edition at www.naylornetwork.com/tli-nxt | Spring 2015 7

A rl i ng ton Con ference
John Feighery, TCI

Randy Kildow, TCI and Mark Gillespie, TCI

Mike Coffey

Brian Ingram Q&A
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Tim Quinn

Tina Green and Terry Myer

Photo H igh l ights
Carla Hunt and Claude Markham

Patti James, TCI

John Feighery , TCI and
Mark Gillespie, TCI

Guy Connelly and
Darla Compton

Randy Orona and Carla Hunt

Carla Edwards, TCI and Chasse
Champagne

Cody Wood’s Lawmate America Booth
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Guide for Requesting

Military Records

BY DEAN A. BEERS, CLI, CCDI AND
KAREN S. BEERS, BSW, CCDI

F

irst, what if you
need to check
the status of a
current service
member? These

questions come up frequently for
investigators. For current status,
visit https://www.dmdc.osd.mil/
appj/scra/single_record.xhtml.

info. What is the difference for a rush and
routine request to receive your records? In
our experience a rush is about one month
(4-6 weeks typically) and standard is
about three months (3-4 months typically).
VETERAN RECORDS
For veteran records, it’s not so simple,
but it has been simplified. For our agency,
it has been some time since we’ve
done these regularly. A few things have
improved — one area that hasn’t is their
response. Although frequently recorded
with the Clerk & Recorder (or similar)
DD214s are considered confidential and
available only to the veteran — spouse or
other next-of-kin cannot receive a DD214.
However, the near equivalent
information is available from the
Official Military Personnel Files (OMPF);
see below.
WHAT DOES THIS COST?
There is no charge — free, even for a
rush. For a rush request, see the following
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IMPORTANT CONTACT
INFORMATION:
National Personnel Records Center
1 Archives Drive
St. Louis, MO 63138
Main Customer Service Number
(314) 801-0800
Request Fax Number
(314) 801-9195
Veterans, and spouses of deceased
veterans, can request these records
online. The start page for all requests is
http://www.archives.gov/st-louis/militarypersonnel/foia-info.html. Note: requests
cannot be emailed, only faxed or mailed.

The form required is SF-180 and
veterans can order directly online at http://
vetrecs.archives.gov.
Once you have sent your request, you
can check on the status of a request
for records that have been submitted to
NPRC by going to www.archives.gov/
st-louis/forms/index.html or by phone at
(314) 801-0800 (early morning Central time
is best).
HOW LONG MIGHT THIS
REQUEST TAKE?
Requests take about 12 weeks – 3 months
to process! If you have a deadline date,
send in a statement noting the deadline
and urgency. Send it to the emergency fax
number (314) 801-0764, and they will try to
send the records when you need them.
The public has access to certain military
service information without the veteran’s
authorization or that of the next-of-kin
(the un-remarried widow or widower, son,
daughter, father, mother, brother or sister)
of deceased veterans.
POTENTIALLY AVAILABLE
INFORMATION
Examples of information which may be
available from Federal (non-archival)
Official Military Personnel Files (OMPF)
without an unwarranted invasion of
privacy include:
• Name
• Service Number
• Dates of Service
• Branch of Service
• Final Duty Status
• Final Rank
• Salary*
• Assignments and Geographical
Locations
• Source of Commission*
• Military Education Level
• Promotion Sequence Number*
• Awards and decorations (eligibility only,
not actual medals)
• Photograph
• Transcript of Courts-Martial Trials
• Place of entrance and separation
*Items rarely available in the records
we maintain.

IF THE VETERAN IS DECEASED:
• Place of birth
• Date and geographical location
of death
• Place of burial
FOIA AND OFFICIAL
PERSONNEL FOLDERS (OPF)
Most information in a Federal (nonarchival) Official Personnel Folder
(OPF) is not releasable to the general
public without the written consent of
the individual whose record is involved.
The Freedom of Information Act does
allow, however, for certain information
to be released without the individual’s
consent. The Office of Personnel
Management (OPM) has determined
that the following information can be
released to the public:
• Name
• Past and present positions
• Past and present titles
• Past and present salaries
• Past and present grades
• Past and present job locations

OUR EXPERIENCE
Knowing the importance of complete
records checks, we researched this
process in October 2014. Due to a pending
settlement conference, we requested
and received copies on a rush basis
(about one month). In our case, the client
provided a copy of the subject’s DD214,
which had some time lapses, and noted
an Honorable Discharge. The records
received filled in those dates — the
subject was both AWOL and a deserter
with administrative punishment for these
convictions. The discharge, with benefits,
was negotiated. ●
Dean A. Beers, CLI, CCDI and Karen
S. Beers, BSW, CCDI are both private
investigators licensed in Cheyenne,
Wyo., and Certified Criminal Defense
Investigators, and certified in Medicolegal
Death Investigations to include as a
forensic autopsy assistants; together
they co-developed Death Investigation
for Private Investigators (http://www.
medicolegaldeathinvestigations.com/).
Reproduced with Permission

The Freedom of Information
Act does allow, however, for
certain information to
be released without the
individual’s consent.
Read the digital edition at www.naylornetwork.com/tli-nxt | Spring 2015 11
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Medical Records
in México
BY MIKE MCHENRY

I

t is possible to obtain
medical treatment
information in Mexico.
The availability of
records and the

procedure to obtain them differ
significantly from the United
States and Canada.

12 Spring 2015 | THE TEXAS INVESTIGATOR | www.tali.org

To secure medical file information requires a letter of
authorization, which appoints an investigator as personal
representative of the patient or an immediate family member
in case of incapacitation or death.

Records are required to be kept
for five years if a patient is admitted
overnight at a hospital or clinic. There
is no requirement for records at walk-in
providers, such as a doctor’s office.
Doctors who treat foreigners, sometimes
known as “Medical tourists,” tend to
keep records of patient visits because
they are aware of U.S. and Canadian
insurance requirements for patient
fee reimbursements.
Mexican law restricts release of
medical file details. Providers are by
law limited to delivering a summary
of patient identification, diagnosis,
treatment and discharge status. The law
makes no allowance for copying the full
file, reports of CT scans or release of
X-Rays. This restriction applies even to a
patient making a personal request.
In practice, Federal and state laws
are not consistently followed. Some
providers strictly follow the laws, others
provide copies of doctor’s and nurse’s
notes, drug disbursements, operating
room notes, etc. It is not expected that
anyone is going to disclose by telephone

their willingness to provide more than the
law permits.
Likely reasons why some facilities
provide information when others
will not….
1) The clerk does not know the law
2) The clerk’s attitude toward the law
3) The clerk’s attitude toward
facility policies
4) The clerk likes us
If a request is referred to higher
authority administrators, expect only
a summary.
Providers do not routinely respond
to photo copied releases, including
HIPAA forms. They do not respond to
any request not written in Spanish or
unaccompanied by a Mexico certified
translation if originally prepared in
English. Assistance with translations
is available.
To secure medical file information
requires a letter of authorization, which
appoints an investigator as personal
representative of the patient or an
immediate family member in case of
incapacitation or death. The original

letter must have a notarized signature and
be accompanied by a copy of the signers
government-issued photo ID.
Usually, the person presenting the
request must be the same person that
picks up the copied file or summary.
If the requestor is not the patient, it is
most often necessary to attach a copy
of a legal document that proves the
requestor’s immediate family relationship
to the patient.
In very few requests, a facility has
insisted that upon receiving a limited
power of attorney prepared at a Mexican
Consulate in the United States or
Canada. The Consulates can accomplish
this quickly if the requestor shows up
with proper identification and proof of
relationship to the patient.
The information which can be obtained
is always situational. At the least, you will
receive a somewhat detailed summary. ●
Mike McHenry works with
MexicoInvestigations.com. He can be
reached at services@mexinv.com or
011-52 (415) 152 7757.
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Thank You for
Your Service,
John E. Chism
ohn E. Chism was appointed to the Texas Private Security
Board (PSB), on Dec. 5, 2003, by then-Gov. Rick Perry.
He was appointed to replace outgoing chairman, Ben Nix.
Chism was re-appointed in 2009, again by Perry, and named
chairman of the PSB. After 12 years of service, Chism’s term

on the PSB ended April 2, 2015 with his retirement.
Chism is a direct descendent of the
famous cattle baron, who is his namesake.
Like his ancestor Chism has blazed new
trails, not on the open plains of the wild
West, but in the history of law enforcement
and private security in Texas.
But things could have gone very
differently for the boy who was raised on a
blackland farm in Forney, Texas, just east
of Dallas.
Growing up on his dad’s farm in a small
town, Chism and the other farm boys
often had to find creative ways to amuse
themselves. In his high school days,
Chism and his buddies thought it would be
great fun to disassemble one of the local
farmer’s wagons, and then re-assemble
it on top of the Yandell & Venner General
Store in downtown Forney. They did so, in
the middle of the night, successfully. Not
an easy feat and a great accomplishment
in itself, but then they decided the evening
would not be complete until they moved a
local outhouse, (privy), into the middle of
town square.
No one was ever caught in the roof
wagon outhouse caper, but many of the
local residents suspected that Chism was
somehow involved. He continued life on
the farm, driving his dad’s Oliver 60 & 70
tractors, as well as the Farmall, which he
sometimes drove to town. He bailed and
hauled hay, chopped cotton, pulled
corn and delivered calves. When hog
killing time came, he did that too. He

drove a Model ‘T’ Ford and a 1928
Chrysler convertible.
When the time came for Chism to
leave the farm in 1955, he joined the U.S.
Army. He was stationed in the United
States and Germany as Security Platoon
Leader. He was in charge of the Security
Sector controlled by the Third Armored
Division, Combat Command ‘B’, in
Geinhausen, Germany. He left active duty
in 1958, but continued to serve in the U.S.
Army Reserve’s 406th and 503rd Military
Intelligence Units.
Upon leaving active duty, Chism joined
the Dallas Police Department where he
spent the next 29 years, most of those as
Sergeant in the Criminal Investigations
Division. He solved some of the toughest
crimes in the Dallas area during his
tenure and received many honors from
the department.
He received the Detective of the Year
Award and was two-time winner of the
Officer of the Year award from DPD.
After retiring from DPD, Chism
continued solving crimes as owner of John
E. Chism Investigations Company, starting
in 1986 and continuing through today.
Chism still conducts investigations for
major corporations, attorneys, government
entities and political leaders.
He has a criminal justice degree from
Sam Houston State University as well as
degrees from most major law enforcement
academies across the country, including
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certificates in International Criminal
Investigations, International Terror and
Military Counter Intelligence studies.
Chism has been an active member and
past president of the Texas Association
of Licensed Investigators, (TALI). Years
before being appointed to the PSB,
Chism led TALI’s efforts to improve the
regulatory environment for Licensed
Private Investigators in Texas. He fought
to win state-wide licensing for PIs and has
consistently worked to increase standards
and educational requirements for
his profession.
Pretty good for a wagon roof
re-assembling, outhouse dragging, cornshucking farm boy from Forney!
He has worked tirelessly as chariman of
the PSB to fight for a better future for all
of private security and has won countless
battles on our behalf. The men and
women of TALI say, “Thank You” to our
chairman… John Chism. ●

Years before being
appointed to the
PSB [Texas Private
Security Board],
Chism led TALI’s
efforts to improve
the regulatory
environment for
Licensed Private
Investigators in
Texas.
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Texas Legislature

In TALI’s Interest – 84th Legislature
BY RANDY KILDOW

THINGS ARE BREAKING IN AUSTIN
very fast now, faster than I have ever
seen before. Next week is a very critical
week as two bills we have high interest
in — the Expanded Rights of PPOs and
Do Not Video a Cop Bill — will both have
hearings before committees.
The one I want to ask your help on now
is the PPO Expanded Carry Bill. This bill
will assist PPOs and is expanding when
and how they can carry while providing
protection and service to the citizens of
Texas. This is HB 1285 by Simmons, and
it went before Homeland Security and
Public Service on March 24.
This is how you help. Go to Texas
Legislature online at www.capitol.state.
tx.us/
There you can obtain a copy of this
bill, as well as any other bill. You can
get a list of the committee members
and links to their District webpages and
email addresses. Call or email each
before Monday evening registering your
support for HB 1285 that they will hear
in committee on Tuesday. If you are a
PPO, tell them so and ESPECIALLY if you

reside in their district tell them so. If you
have an example of how your client, a
citizen of Texas, was endangered due
to your lack of ability to carry in certain
places, tell them about that.
Hint about reading a bill: The
underlined is new language (new
proposed law) and normal print is
existing law.
If you email them, please cc me at
rki2403@gmail.com.
We have arranged for very qualified
TALI members to testify before the
committee on behalf of the Association
and in support of the bill.
The video bill, HB 2918, is being heard
Thursday. At this time, I am not calling for

action as we have ongoing and sensitive
negotiations underway. We hope to
make the bill acceptable to us. I will
advise early next week regarding actions
needed, if any.
So reach out and assist the TALI
Team. Hang on, folks. It is going to be a
fast and rough ride this session. ●
Randy Kildow
TALI Legislative Chair
Texas Certified Investigator (TCI)
2010-2011 Chairman of the Texas
Association of Licensed Investigators
2007-2010 President of the
Texas Association of
Licensed Investigators

If you have an example of how
your client, a citizen of Texas, was
endangered due to your lack of ability
to carry in certain places, tell them
[committee members] about that.
Read the digital edition at www.naylornetwork.com/tli-nxt | Spring 2015 15
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THE OAKLEY REPORT
BY KEITH OAKLEY
TALI LOBBYIST

AS I WRITE THIS, STATE legislators
are introducing around 70 bills per day
at the state Capitol in Austin. They have

investigators in Texas. We are currently
working with legislators and regulators
to reach agreements on what is best for

currently filed more than 3,000 bills and
that number will be around 6,000 when
the bill filing deadline ends.
They file bills for various reasons,
mostly to right some wrong, real
or perceived.
They get their ideas for the proposed
legislation from many different sources.
Some ideas come from the people in
their districts, news headlines and trade
association representatives. Some ideas
come from their barbers, their wives and
brother-in-laws.
Each bill filed is well-intentioned
and each legislator is sincere about
the measure. But sometimes there are
unintended consequences that may have
very different effects than the legislator
intended. Often times the original bill ends
up so drastically amended that
you wouldn’t even recognize it when
finally passes.
The filing of the bill is only the first step
in a very long and arduous process. It is
often said that the system is designed
to kill bills not to pass them. I have
found that killing bills and passing bills
in the Texas Legislature are both equally
difficult.
Once the bill passes and is signed by
the governor, the tough part begins —
working with the state agency charged by
the Legislature with the implementation of
the new law. As they say, “the devil is in
the details,” and the details are developed
by the state agency after the legislature
goes home.
The TALI legislative team is active in
both legislation and regulation of private

the profession and safety of the citizens
of Texas.
We are monitoring more than 200
separate bills already introduced that may
affect TALI members.
One bill we watching closely is
H.B. 1561 by Rep. Matt Schaefer. As
currently written, the bill would exempt all
churches, religious organizations, private
schools and charitable organizations,
(501C3s) from all aspects of the private
security act for their volunteers.
If passed in its current form, it would
mean that individuals could volunteer
at those organizations as private
investigators, security guards, burglar
alarm installers, locksmiths and law
enforcement K9 trainers, with no criminal
background checks, no training and no
liability insurance.
One bill we are currently supporting
is H.B. 1258 by Rep. Ron Simmons,
(R-Carrollton). The bill will allow
Professional Protection Officers to carry
their weapons in areas where concealed
handguns may be prohibited, while they
are protecting their client.
The session has just started to shift
into high gear. I’m sure there will be more
bills we will oppose and support. There
are many bills that may restrict access to
information you need in order to do your
jobs. We will be asking for TALI members
to make calls and send emails to
your legislators.
With your help, we will hopefully
enjoy another successful session of the
Texas Legislature for licensed private
investigators. ●
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NCISS

Legislative Committee Activities for
Investigations & Security
from Lobbyit
THE FOLLOWING IS A SYNOPSIS of Lobbyit activities on behalf
of NCISS and our members. Please check the NCISS Alert Archives
at http://conta.cc/ZoQsTl and select the appropriate newsletter for
complete details.
STATE LEGISLATIVE TRACKING
Lobbyit has set up NCISS’s “state-level” tracking and continues to
identify hundreds of bills in 30 active states. The most important,
by state, are below. To view bills impacting private investigators,
private patrol operators, or security guards in your state, go to www.
NCISS.org to the Advocacy Hub (direct link — http://goo.gl/QSCcgc)
You can search alphabetically by state or click on your state on the
United States map provided at the top of the page. If your state is
not listed, it means that either your state was not in session or there
were no bills introduced that met our search parameters. If you
know of a bill in your state that we need to become aware of, please
contact your regional director.
To be both effective and current, NCISS and Lobbyit need
suggestions for legislative and regulatory keywords to track activities
at the state and federal levels. Please contact your Regional Director
to provide these keywords.
DECEMBER 2014
In the closing weeks of the 113th Congress, Lobbyit conducted
meetings with Senate Judiciary and Commerce Committee staff,
and House Energy and Commerce counsel to discuss potential
end-of-year legislative packages, focusing on drones, information
privacy, labor and background investigation legislation.
Lobbyit also attended a House Transportation Committee hearing
on drone regulation, and composed several legislative and regulatory
alerts and updates on drone-related activity in the Senate and the
Executive Branch, as well as a final NLRB rule on “ambush” elections.
JANUARY 2015
The month of January saw the inauguration of the 114th Congress,
commencing business with a strengthened GOP majority in the
House, and a new GOP majority in the Senate. Lobbyit met with staff
from House Energy and Commerce, Senate Health, Education, Labor
and Pensions, and Senate Commerce to discuss their agendas for
the 114th Congress relative to drone legislation, information privacy,
and data privacy/management. On Jan. 27, Lobbyit also attended
the first hearing of the year in the House Energy & Commerce
Subcommittee on Commerce, Manufacturing and Trade entitled,
“What are the Elements of Sound Data Breach Legislation?”
THE 114TH CONGRESS
The 114th Congress is already shaping up to be a busy one, with the
various committees of jurisdiction working on establishing aggressive

legislative agendas. While final agendas have yet to be cemented, we
received a fair idea of the main issues to be addressed.
For instance, top items for House Energy and Commerce include:
• 21st Century Cures Initiative: The committee plans to come out
of the gate quickly in 2015 with a discussion draft of proposals
related to the discovery, development, and delivery of treatments
and cutting-edge medical cures.
• Building the Architecture of Abundance: The Energy and
Power Subcommittee will examine the physical and regulatory
infrastructure necessary to take full advantage of our emerging
energy abundance.
• Communications Act Update: The Communications and
Technology Subcommittee has already set the stage for an update
to the Communications Act — a law written in the telegraph era
and last updated when Palm Pilots were at the cutting edge.
• Protecting Consumers and Commerce in the Internet Age: The
Commerce, Manufacturing, and Trade Subcommittee manages the
modern manifestation of the committee’s historic role overseeing
interstate and foreign commerce. Today, that commerce increasingly
occurs in cyberspace, which is why the committee and the CMT
subcommittee, in particular, will be focused on data security and the
implications of cyber threats to American commerce.
• Patient-Centered Health Care Reform and Smart Environmental
Regulation.
Federal data breach legislation is expected to pre-empt existing
state laws and establish one federal data breach notification
standard. In addition, the legislation is expected to establish a federal
data security standard that is technology-neutral.
Questions to be considered:
• What are the key elements of a Federal data security and
breach notification bill?
• What are important components of a trigger for notifying
consumers after a breach?
• When should companies notify consumers after a breach?
• What factors go into that decision?
• Does including a data security requirement in this bill add value for
consumers and businesses navigating the current patchwork of
state laws?
• What types of information lead to identity theft? Financial fraud?
• What elements of a breach notification bill are most critical to reduce
the complexity associated with the existing 47 different state laws?
• What can be done to protect against customer over notification?
Provided for NCISS by Lobbyit.com.
Please contact your NCISS Legislative Committee Chairs: Francie
Koehler for investigations and Brad
Duffy for security professionals. Francie
Koehler at francie@nciss.org.
Brad Duffy at
Brad.Duffy@permarsecurity.com. ●
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ISPLA NEWS AND ACTIVITIES
BY BRUCE HULME
ISPLA DIRECTOR OF GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS AND ISPLA-PAC TREASURER
FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION TESTIFIES ON
PROPOSED DATA SECURITY LEGISLATION
In testimony before Congress in March, the Federal Trade Commission
provided feedback on proposed data security legislation pending
before the Subcommittee on Commerce, Manufacturing and Trade of
the House Energy and Commerce Committee. Testifying on behalf of
the Commission before the Subcommittee, FTC Consumer Protection
Director Jessica Rich highlighted the Commission’s support for data
security legislation overall, as well as noting elements of the proposed
bill supported by the Commission and areas where members of the
Commission see room for improvement.
“The need for companies to implement strong data security

personal information of thousands of citizens in a scheme to enrich
himself through fraud,” stated United States Attorney Lynch. “The
threat posed by those who abuse positions of trust to engage in
insider attacks is serious, and we will continue to work closely with
our law enforcement partners to vigorously prosecute such attacks.”
Lynch expressed her grateful appreciation to the FBI and the NYPD’s
Internal Affairs Bureau, which worked together closely to investigate
the case.
“As alleged, Katz illegally accessed sensitive law enforcement
computer systems for his own personal gain. This type of behavior
betrays the public’s trust and cannot be tolerated. We entrust our
public servants to safeguard confidential information and not prey

measures is clear: If sensitive information falls into the wrong hands,
the results can be devastating,” said the testimony. “Consumers face
the risk of fraud, identity theft, and other harm.”
In the testimony, the Commission expresses support for the
legislation’s goals of establishing broadly applicable data security
requirements for companies and requiring them to notify consumers,
in certain circumstances, of the breach of their data — both issues
that the proposed legislation addresses. The Commission also
supports the proposed bill’s inclusion of FTC enforcement authority
over both common carriers and nonprofit entities related to data
security and breach notification.
In addition, the testimony highlights the Commission’s support for
the civil penalty authority contained in the legislation for violations of
the proposed bill.
The testimony also highlights concerns related to particular aspects
of the proposed legislation. Among the concerns are a need to
expand the bill’s definition of personal information to include data like
consumers’ geolocation and health data, as well as a need to address
the entire data ecosystem, including Internet-connected devices.
Other concerns include the need for Administrative Procedures Act
rulemaking authority to ensure that the law’s requirements keep up with
quickly evolving technology, and the need to expand the bill’s breach
notification trigger to cover more fully the types of harm that can result
from a data breach. Commissioner Joshua Wright did not concur to the
extent that the Commission recommended expanding the proposed
legislation beyond its current economic and financial scope.
The testimony also provided a summary of the Commission’s
existing authority related to data security under the FTC Act.
NEW YORK CITY POLICE DEPARTMENT AUXILIARY
OFFICER CHARGED WITH HACKING INTO
NYPD COMPUTER AND FBI DATABASE
A criminal complaint was unsealed charging Yehuda Katz, age 45, a
New York City Police Department (NYPD) Auxiliary Deputy Inspector
assigned to the 70th Precinct in Brooklyn, with executing a scheme
to hack into a restricted NYPD computer and other sensitive law
enforcement databases.
“The defendant allegedly used his position as an auxiliary officer

upon victims, and we will continue to work with our partners to
prosecute those who engage in this type of criminal activity,” stated
FBI Assistant Director-in-Charge Rodriguez.
“This case is a clear example of the collaborative effort between
federal prosecutors, the FBI, and the NYPD’s Internal Affairs Bureau
to weed out individuals who allegedly violate the Department’s trust,”
said Police Commissioner Bratton.
According to the complaint, the defendant surreptitiously installed
multiple electronic devices in the Traffic Safety Office of the NYPD’s
70th Precinct that allowed him to remotely access restricted NYPD
computers and law enforcement databases, including one maintained
by the FBI, that he did not have permission to access. One of the
electronic devices installed by the defendant contained a hidden
camera that captured a live image of the Traffic Safety Office and was
capable of live-streaming that image over the Internet. The second
electronic device was connected to one of the computers in the
Traffic Safety Office and allowed the computer to be accessed and
controlled remotely.
As alleged in the complaint, investigators with the NYPD’s Internal
Affairs Bureau and the FBI determined that the devices had been used
to allow the defendant to remotely log onto an NYPD computer using
usernames and passwords belonging to NYPD uniformed officers.
Thereafter, the defendant ran thousands of queries in databases,
including a restricted law enforcement database maintained by the
FBI, for information, including the personal identifying information of
victims, related to traffic accidents in the greater New York City area.
The complaint further alleges that, after the defendant accessed
the NYPD computer and law enforcement databases, he contacted
individuals who had been involved in traffic accidents and falsely
claimed to be, among others, an attorney with the fictitious “Katz
and Katz law firm” who could assist them with potential legal claims.
Letters sent by the defendant to accident victims included claims
such as “I can advise you with 100% confidence that I can resolve
this claim in your favor,” and “My fee is 14 percent only when you
collect. And I know that you will collect.” All told, according to the
complaint, between May and August 2014, the defendant ran more
than 6,400 queries in sensitive law enforcement databases that
he accessed remotely via the compromised NYPD computer for

to hack into restricted computers and networks in order to obtain the

information related to traffic accidents. ●
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Member News

Welcome, New Members!
TALI WOULD LIKE TO WELCOME all the new members who have joined in recent months:
ACTIVE MEMBERS
Jose Aguilar, LJ & Associates Legal
El Paso

Joseph Millhouse, J J Millhouse
Investigations
Houston

Darren Browder, USA Investigations
Midland

Gordon Morgan, Morgan
Investigations
Corpus Christi

Rebecca Browder, USA
Investigations
Midland
Rodney Bryant, My Diamond H
Enterprises, Inc.
Round Rock
Michael Bullard, Engine Data
Recovery LLC
Garland
Bruce Butler, HRGovSolutions, LLC
Houston
Vaughn Clemmons, RT &
Associates LLC
Houston
Dennis Cox, Periscope
Investigations
Argyle
David Glasscock, Gallant
Investigations
Frisco
Mark Hohensee, Riese, Inc.
Cedar Creek
Nicholas Johnson,
Hawkeye Private Eye
Killeen
Ronald Long, Access
Investigations, LLC
Harper
Lin Lux, iCite Investigations
Dallas
Mohammad Malak,
WE SECURITY INC.
Houston
Kent Mayes, Robert Dempsey
Investigations
Plano
David McDermott, McDermott &
Migliaccio LLC
Irving
Gabriel Medrano, Ready To Serve
Private Investigations
Fort Worth

Jason Woolf, Kelmar
Marion
Luke Worley, Worley General
Investigations
San Antonio

Debbie Norton, Briggs
Investigations Group
Roanoke

AFFILIATE MEMBERS
Kevin Gosney, Front-Line
Protective Services
Dallas

John Peoples, Ironhorse Security
and Investigations
Houston

Christopher Powell, A-1
Investigations LTD
Conroe

Tanya Pyle, All Tech
Investigations LLC
Kilgore

Duncan Yan, IPCyberCrime
Plano

Stephanine Rivas, Citadel
Investigations & Security
Midland

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS
Peter Coyle, IDR Limited
Amersham

Kenneth Rosebush, Rosebush
Investigative Services
The Colony

Matthew Dominguez, Dominguez
Investigation Agency
Rio Rancho

Frankie Schaefer, Matrix
Investigative Agency
Frisco

Ellen Gold, Paula Drake
Investigations
Palo Alto

Tracy Sheets, Peel & Associates
Research Group Inc.
College Station

ASSOCIATE VENDORS
Eddie Peters, LegalShield
El Paso

Barbara Sullivan, B.J. Sullivan,
Private Investigations
Dallas

BIG THREE MEMBERS
Anne Fields, Anne Fields & Assoc.,
Private Investigators
San Jose, Calif.

Jamin Syptak, Spearhead
Investigative Group, LLC
Bryan
Todd Thoene, ISS Inc.
Tyler
John Thornton, Expedient P.I., LLC
Fort Worth
Charles Vance, Vance Services P.I.
Pasadena
Robert Washington,
Washington Investigations
Hurst
David Westfere, Asset Retrieval
Sunset
Kelly Womack, Womack Consulting
Longview

William Wallace, William Wallace &
Associates, Inc.
Cutler Bay, Fla.
STUDENT MEMBERS
Leigh Brandt-Allen, University of
North Texas PDI Program
Plano
James Deering, University of
North Texas PDI Program
Lancaster
Kwasi English, University of
North Texas PDI Program
Pearland
Ray Estrada, University of
North Texas PDI Program
Dallas
Kenneth Gerhart, University of
North Texas PDI Program
Euless
Louanne Harvey, University of
North Texas PDI Program
Houston
Deborah Henely, University of
North Texas PDI Program
Lubbock
Ronald Holt, University of
North Texas PDI Program
Fort Worth
Randy Orona, University of
North Texas PDI Program
Grapevine

Anthony Green, A W Green
Protection Service
Bronx, N.Y.

James Richter, University of
North Texas PDI Program
Richmond

Johnny Lacher, J. Edgar
Investigation Agency
Chico, Calif.

Bret Starr, University of
North Texas PDI Program
Fort Worth

Richard Root, Dennis Root &
Associates
Port Salerno, Fla.

Jessica Stephens, University of
North Texas PDI Program
Irving

Dolvin Todd, Todd and Associates
of Florida, LLC
Tampa, Fla.

Bridget Sticker, University of
North Texas PDI Program
Denton

Dave Walker, BCD Investigations
San Diego, Calif.

Celso Vega Legal Investigation
Edinburg
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